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Oriental monarchs, such as the King of Persia. There is a
passage in Daniel (vii. 10) which gives an idea of the teeming
multitudes pictured by these visionaries : 4i A fiery stream
issued and came forth from before him : thousand thousands
ministered unto him: and ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before Mm," which means that their numbers are beyond
conception. In the same way the hzehe legions of angels in
Matthew (xxvi. 53), which God would have sent to Jesus' aid
if he had asked for them, are a figure of speech standing for an
innumerable host; and the Apocryphal books of the Old
Testament picture the world as full of them.1
The angels were only saved from appearing as a vast un-
distinguished mass by being divided into classes and categories,
each with its special attributes. This was the real innovation
^pf the post-exilic angeloiogy borrowed, however, from Maz-
deism. Thus the celestial army had its leaders, known to us
as archangels ; some authorities gave their number as four,
others as seven.2 In general, opinion favoured the second
hypothesis, a bias which may have had other reasons besides
the special mystic significance of the figure seven. For instance,
the reader may recall that according to the Book of Esther
there were seven eunuchs who ministered before the throne of
the King of Persia, and seven princes " who saw the King's
face." 3 The archangels were naturally given names, the most
celebrated being Raphael, Gabriel and Michael.* It is Michael
who seems to have held the position of Prince of the angels.
But besides the archangels, who formed the staff of the angelic
army, there were the inferior ranks of Kerubim, Seraphim,
Ophannim, and the troops were further grouped according to
then- function under names suggesting force., power, action,
which are more familiar to us in their Greek form. These are
the Powers, Principalities, Thrones, etc., of the New Testament.5
All these angels, in their varying degrees, are the ministers
1	References in COLE, 374.
2	On the number four, see Bk. of Jubilees, i, 27 and 29 ; ii, 1 and 3,
etc. ; Test, of the Twelve Patriarchs : Test, of Leti, 3 ; Test, of Judah,
25 ;   Enoch ix. 1;   xl. 2, etc.    Cf. Rev. iv. 6, the four winged beasts.
On the number seven, see Tobit xii. 15 ; Enoch Ixxxi. 5 ;  xc. 21 ;  Test,
of the Twelve Patriarchs : Test, of Levi, 8.    Cf. Rev. i. 4, the seven Spirits
which are before God's throne ;   i. 20 ;   iii. 1 ;   iv. 5 ;   viii. 2.
3	Esther i. 10 and 14.
4	These names are given in Tobit and Daniel.    The Apocryphal books
also mention Phanuel, Uriel, Raguel, and Sariel or Sarakael.    For an
account of their appearance and functions, cf. CCLEE, 376 and 381 ff.
5	*Ao%at,   xvQi6rr]7£~i   e!-ovaiat, dwdfts^, Boovot.    They are frequently
referred to in the Pauline Epistles.    See Rom. viii. 38 ;   1 Cor. xt. 24;
Col. i. 16;   ii. 10 and 15, etc.
j.w.t.j.	h

